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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 1359 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP KS IS 

SUB J : ISRAELI EMBASSY IN SEOUL TO BE CLOSED 

1 . SEOUL PRESS FEBRUARY 17 REPORTS THAT ISRAELI 
AMBASSADOR HAS INFORMED ROK FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT 
ISRAELI EMBASSY IN SEOUL WILL BE WITHDRAWN. PRESS 
ADDS THAT MOVE REFLECTS ISRAELI UNHAPPINESS WITH ROK 
PRO- ARAB POLICY AND FACT THAT ROK HAS NO EMBASSY IN 
TEL AVIV DESPITE PRESENCE OF ISRAELI MISSION IN SEOUL 
SINCE 1969. 

2. ISRAELI EMBASSY AND ROK FOREIGN MINISTRY CONFIRM 
THAT NOTICE WAS GIVEN LAST WEEK OF ISRAELI INTENTION 
TO CLOSE ITS EMBASSY HERE, FOR BUDGETARY REASONS, AND 
THAT ISRAEL IS TAKING SIMILAR ACTION WITH SOME OTHER 
POSTS. ISRAELI PLAN TO SEEK ACCREDITATION OF NON- 
RESIDENT AMBASSADOR, BUT THEY HAVE NOT YET DETERMINED 
WHERE HE WILL BE LOCATED. DATE FOR MOVE HAS ALSO 

NOT YET BEEN DECIDED. 
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